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Being a foreigner living in Japan has been a great experience, for the culture is so different. But for me there has also been

challenges, due to my lack of Japanese language skills and knowledge of the different customs.

SALDECHH ZH T AHAEAL U THARIFEA TS Z L IF RBELVEBREL->TVET. LALRLOHAE
FEREI D& 0 BEOEVIZOWVTOHGEARIZX VL 20N o202 &N CEAHD T,

Even basic things like shopping can be tricky when you can't read the labels. When they put the bags of sugar next to the
bags of salt how do you know which one is which? Is that shampoo or conditioner?

FOVE O EFE) Z D EN I L0 BEANZEVWIOL I BRI ETISAHLLTT . HAR. LS DRD
BB RPENTHNIFE, EDP o TEBLLMNEBLLLELERFITENETLLI D ?HNE . v T =TT
mrENEBAYT 43 F—TLLIM?

I'm sure | have also presented some challenges for the shop assistants. If you were working in a supermarket and | asked
you where the 7+ 7J 77 < J — was could you help me?

FAMIEBEIZEBIZI L TS 20 0kikE L E L, b L, HRT WA= /N=THTnEE L TEATHT
TEW N[O Y A 777 —RBFEZIZHVETH2IEHECE BT TOLLETETH,?

What if I said: T 1D 9. BARA 799 — BARA DX H 7739 —. V% H 77397— HDETH?
HLH AMNEHBIEVET.3ARA 777—, BARA Yv¥H 777—, V%4 7739— H0F
T?IEFTIEMDI LN E0?

| was actually looking for B ZE#, which we know in Australia as potato flour. With my limited Japanese the best | could
come up with was </ + 77 as in potato from nikujaga and 7 = 7 — as | could see a bag of plain flour on the shelf.

FEREIZE A ERZEL TOE L A A MY 7 TR ORFEREI Y v A4 EHEAGNTOE T ADRSGN
THAGBOHR T ZEZADVLTENAL BN R[VY A EMIENTH > T/ NERORIZEINTH SV
77 —]TlT.

Unfortunately | walked away empty handed, but it was not for lack of help. Two shop assistants did their best to try to
work out what | was asking for, but to no avail.

BEBNEMEFIZT LI ENTETIROELLN. ZNBIMI TNBh->TDITTEH Y F¥A, ADJE
B RPEHEL T e —EBdmEL T<nE L,

Thankfully Japanese people are so polite and friendly,

because it has made it a lot easier adjusting to life here.
We have felt very welcome, especially in Mihara. It is
going to be very sad when it comes time to |leave, espe-
cially for Maida and Bonnie who have so many friends at
daycare.
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